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Inquiries reach me from various
cources in America relative to the
conditions of the working classes in
surcpe. The questions as put are not
casily answered. They are nearly all
too goneral, and in answering themn I
can only give for the most part ecither
impressions only or my view of facts
as seen broadly. Naturally, however,

when in my own special field of labor
orzanization 1 feel the more sure of all
the grounds for any of my statements.

1n the letter I wrote after being in
ngland only a week I spoke of com-
ing in contact there with ‘“‘a social at-
mosphere, situation and conflict an
ocean apart from ours’” in America.
This sense of being in another world,
and again another, and still another,
came upon me as I traveled from
country to country. Under each gov-
+rnment there appeared a new set of
=ocial problems that, for the time at
were uppermost, reflecting the passing
stage of the political, religious, or
cconomic development of the people
w#ffected. In all countries necessarily
the deeper questions affecting wealth,
its production and distribution, formegd
a common theme for discussion. As-
sociated with the privileges of wealth,
i1 the eyes of the classes in revolt, are
the hereditary privileges of the *“de-
tuiners of wealth” both in social life
and law making. That 1is, caste in
I'urope signifies not only social ex-
clusiveness but whatever of feudalism
hias not been abolished.

To the American it is astonishing
lhow much vested power remains in
the hands of the “‘upper classes” of
i-urope. In nearly all countries, to
pe a Republican, or the same thing,
« Democrat, is to be a ‘malcontent.”
The fundamental articles of political
#ith to the American citizen are re-
carded by rank and wealth in the old
worlds as sccial  heresies. To be
“to the King’'—or Kaiser, or Em-
peror, is the test of a ‘faithful sub-
ject.”  Hence, the c¢losely Kknit rings
of the titled nobility, with their
hordes of dependents, parasites and
imitators, are ranged against the ris-
ing massg of the people.

In the German army, for instance,
are nearly thirty thousand officers.
I"ew of them can afferd to champion
the cause of the “lower orders of so-
ciety.” From their supercilious bear-
ing in public and from c¢ommon re-

ports as to their class prejudices and |

manner of life, precious few ever
think of doing so. The working
classes regard them as fomentors of
war, allies of the aristocracy, willing
servants of the capitalists in time of
labor disputes, and enemies of the
social progress that comes through
peace. The very fact that marriage
i= forbidden to a German army offi-
cer unless he or his intended wife
has a stated income, aside from his
pay, “sufficient to maintain one of
his rank,” points to snobbery, parasi-
tism, and fortune  hunting. Thus,
irom every point of view the German
army officers form one of the main
buttresses to the feudal conception of
saociety as against the democratic or
American system. Between the com-
missioned officer and the common

dier is an immeasurable chasm.
O contemplating it the observer
learns what is signified in Europe by
ine word caste.

The hatred toward
privileged classes entertained by the
mas=es  in monorchial countries is
volced just as frequently in condemn-

itz their hereditary class powers as |

their hereditary wealth. Their very
titles, paraded Dbefore the publie,
rauseates democracy The democratie
rewspapers boycott not only these
i.tles but also mention of the combines
wnd goings of their vain-glorious
bearers. It is to be remembered
that the German soldier is such by
compulsion; he has not, like the
American soldier, voluntarily taken
his place, nor are the officers, as are
more than half in our army, pro-
moted from the ranks or transferred
from e¢ivil life. Similarly, the high
posts in the public service, instead of
being the gifts of the people, are still
frequently rewards to favorites of the
powerful families. With this fact
“omes the insistence upon social dis-
tincetion by the well placed, distinctions
“arricd by a pettiness of spirit into
the commonest relations of life. In
Germany, “Herr  Professors” and
Frau Doectorinen,” and in Italy “Com-
'nendatore’” and “Cavalier” are thicker
than “colonels’” in Kentucky, with the
difference that they expect to be taken
Striously as  *“‘upper class” social
liminaries. In England the habit of
'l““”“g a salaried man in a commercial
‘'ouse by his surname, “Johnson,” or
Bobbs,” or *‘Smith,” while the
Jlunzest scion of a stockholder is
lMr indicates the subtleties of caste
that for a life time may Iirritate a

Min with a man’s rights and feelings.

the sociall)’l']‘h:_:sc I met invariably

In France, it is not only servants
who are expected to address the upper
ﬁaste individual in the third person—

Monsieur,” instead of “vou’’; the jani-

tors of Paris have struck against
this custom of the empire. In
Great Britain non-pavment of
membe}-s of Parliament by the
State is a negation of the rights
of the masses of wage-earners to
be represented by men from their
own ranks. To a prevailing measure
the House of Commons is, as com-
moniy observed, a gentlemen’s club—
the word gentleman to be taken in
the ¥English sense of a high-caste man,
and not in the American sense of a
manly man. The first, second, third,
aqd fourth class cars on European
railways do not merely indicate vary-
ing costs in a journey: they mark off
strata in society. The fact that army
officers and certain high-grade govern-
ment functionaries have the right to
travel in first class cars at third class
rates is used by the democrats to il-
lus.trate the parasitic privileges of
aristocracy in general. 1 witnessed
an ipstance in which two respectable
l_ookmg women with a child were ob-
Jected to on entering a second class
car by a haughty and over-bearing
man, though they apologized for
taking the last seats in the compart-
ment. “They are servants,” he said,
as if they were animals. ‘“They have
no right to be seated with us.”” The
habitual tone of the conservative
European press when dealing with
special questions suggests the idea that
he wake-workers are the dependent
wards of the employing ciass; there-
fore, the assertion of the latter of
their supposed rights is a form of
treason. The street cars of Paris
and other European cities have first
and second class compartments. The
one empty or nearly so, the other
jammed.

In America we are taught that all
citizens should have equal rights,
and that the man who will not stand
up for his rights is unworthy of citi-
zenship; in Europe, powerful, if not
in all countries the dominant, ele-
'ment of society defend the rights of
kings as divine, advise the poor to
be satisfied in *‘the station in which
God has placed them,” teach that the
separation of state and church is a
| sacrilege, and assume that the ag-
géessive, upward movement of the
masses is a peril to society.

This difference in the prevailing
sentiment toward democracy I regard
as the first point to be made in com-
| paring the conditions of the wage-
ivvorkers in Europe and America. A
'complete change in this respect must
' be the forerunner in KEurope to a
'general social progress. More than
{any other factor the labor organiza-
tions are working this change. They
are evolving a triumphant demoecracy.

The political disabilities of the Eu-
(ropean working classes alsg mark
it.he incompleteness of the abolition
'of serfdom. As in the feudal time,
| power in most countries is in a large
;measure still in the hands of a set
'lof hereditary or proprietied bosses,
{whatever their titles. In Hungary
|oB account of the property qualifica-
|tions, not one wage-worker in twen-
tv has a vote. Hungarian working-
{men who have been in the United
| States and have returned to their na-
| tive country can, from their own ex-
| perience, make comparisons between
|the two governments on the points
affecting the wage-worker as citizens.
began by
'showing the differences in the suf-
| frage. The sentiments of the masses
have but a small influence on the
| Hungarian government. Their ef-
|forts through labor organizations to
| promote their welfare are constantly
'hindered by interference of the au-
'thorities. The common school ques-
'tion, long ago settled in the United
| Stateg favorably to the working
classes who were capable of protect-
ling their own interests through the
| ballot, cannot be grappled with by the
| Hungarian working people because
| they are without the ballot. Four-
fifths of the so-called public elemen-
itary schools of the country are still de-
nominational.

The average Englishman would
probably maintain that while Hun-
gary represents the lowest level of
European society with respect to the
citizen’s rights in voting and to a free
schooling, England is at the highest
level or very nearly the highest. But,
in the larger English cities from
twenty-five to forty per cent. of the
wage-workers have no vote on any
public question whatever. They fail
in residential tax-paying or other
qualifications. A workingman, in all
other ways qualified, may lose his vote
for two vears by removing from one
municipality to another only a few
miles away. Plural voting gives prop-
erty an advantage over mere man.
The distribution of seats in Parlia-

ment is by no means yet exempt ifrom
rotten borough features. Apart from

voting for members of Parliament
and city councilmen, the masses of
English voters have no direct influ-
ence over public officials. The demo-
crats among them have to put up with
the standing offense of royalty and
the lords. And in England to speak
up for free and secular education in
State-maintained schools is to c¢las-
sify oneself as a radical.

In Germany, however advanced the
common schools, their relation to
“higher’ education is not what it is
in America. It is not common, as
here, that wage-workers procure for
themselves a college education with
direct connection with the common
school course. As to the effectiveness
of the ballot, if a fair apportionment
of seats were made, the socialists and
other radicals of Germany would at
the next election increase their mem-
bership in the Reichstag by perhaps
fifty per cent. Aside from voting for
members of the Reichstag, the Ger-
man workingman has little or no in-
fluence on those who govern him.

In Austria the trade unionist has
by the letter of the law no legal
status. The act of 1870 on combina-
tions, forbids workingmen’s unions to
accumulate funds to be used in labor
disputes. Consequently, the trade
unions, as labor organizations, do not
pay strike or lockout benefits. The
members take care of this branch of
their work through ‘free organiza-
tions, of course, but the union mem-
bers are the only ones who commonly
do. Members of the union are
obliged to pay dues to the ‘'‘free or-
ganization.”” Here is a legal force
impossible to the working-classes of
the United States. It makes one of
the widest differences between the
conditions of the workers in our own
country and conditions to be found in
Europe.

The European Workingmen's identi-
fication book is a badge of his still
existing serfhood. While in America
any one may freely roam the country
over, in most countries in Europe the
laborer must be prepared to produce
the police or on applying for em-
ployment. At the Paris Congress of
his “legitimation’ book on demand of
the International Secratariat one of
the protests drawn up related to the
arbitrary action of the Prussian po-
lice in turning back at the frontier
Austrian laborers going to seek work
in Prussian-Germany, or in opposing
upon them both entrance and police
taxes. In Italy, the laborer’'s book,
besides giving his echaracter as a
workman, as seen by his successive
employers, states whether he has ever
been in prison for any cause whatever,
for more than ten days. The *“labor

agitator ' subject to police hounding
is thus liable to be effectually
squelched.

It is through the exercise of a man's
rights—his personal rights and his
rights as a citizen—that in time he
may attain to their full extent his
economic rights. Hence, in compar-
ing laboring class conditions in Eu-
rope with those in America, I have
placed, first, some consideration of the
extent to which, what we regard as
the fundamental rights of mep are
exercised in the old werld and in the
new.

Americans have manhood suffrage.
3v it they may, if they will, amend
iFederal or State constitutions, change
all their law-makers and officeholders,
and speedily bring the laws up to the
mental and moral level of the ma-
jority. Not even in England can the
masses do as much. The House of
Lords, among other obstacles, stands
in the way. If royalty is not regarded
as one of the obstacles it is because
royvalty effaces itself. The British na-
tion as a whole seems disposed to tol-
erate the conventional figurechead of
kinship, so long as it remains nothing
more. .

Americans exercise the right of de
voting their lifetime to their own pur-
poses. On the continent of Europe
every man in the masses must give
up vears of his life to compulsory ser-
vice in the army. Under some gov-
ernments the poorer and more ignor-
ant and helpless man the longer is
his term of service. Exemptions go to
the favored classes. Anp endless stream
of wrongs and infamies flows from
from militarism as carried out by
the ruling classes in th;e great powers
of Europe.

Americans are not taxed to support
religious denominations to which they
are opposed. This can not be said of
the *“‘subjects’” of the British govern-
ment. State religious, or the usual al-
liances between church and state, have
been one of the prime causes of the
revolutionary sentiment throughout
Europe.

Americans enjoy the right at least,
to an elementary education. The
praises of the American school sys-
tem are heard among the wage-work-
ers in all countries of Europe. The
national schools of England as com-
pared with the common schools of
America are not equally in the ser-
vice of all the people. Differences
arise from sectionalism, caste, organi-
zation, and conception of the purposes
of the schools. To hear an Italian,
speaking disconnectedly in English
acquired in America, of the American
school swstem and contrasting Italy’'s
methods with the American, is to
hear a lesson upon the rights of chil-
dren, as much to be relished by Amer-
icans as it should be profitable to
Italians.
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American workingmen assume the
right of organization as a matter of
course. In nearly all continental
countries the right is hampered with
police or other regulations against
which trade unionists rebel. In some
countries, as in Hungary and Austria,
the right is only encompassed by trick
and subterfuge. In Italy and Ger-
many it has been gained and is
maintained only through constant
struggles. Labor organizations in
France, legitimate only since 1884,
fight constantly against compulsory in-
corporation, and similar attacks upon
a just liberty.

Americans exercise the right of
free assembly. What this means
seems difficult some times for foreign
bred, naturalized American citizens
to understand. But in actual prac-
tice, immigrants to this country from
Russia, Spain, Austria, Hungary,
Germany and Ireland can bear wit-
ness to America’s larger liberty in
this respect. No where in the world
may men assemble freely to mob a
man’'s house or person or to preach
violent revolution; but in America
men may meet and devisé over-turning
the government and expelling from
office its heads by ballot, and not lose
their standing as conservative citizens.
In the countries named they would be
classed as dangerous extremists.

Americans practice right of move-
ment from place to place without let
or hindrance which is not known in
Europe. A laboring man in America
when traveling may feel that he is a
man; in Europe, he is presumably a
possible vagrant, pauper, or subjicct
for police surveillance.

Americans have a right to trial by
a jury of their peers that 1s rarely
known to workingmen in European
countries. Judges, not elected by
the people, are harsh interpreters of
teh law when trying the poor and
defenseless, the opponents of the
privileged classes. The savage atti-
tude eof German magistrates toward
the socialists is proverbial, the se-
verity of English judges in cases
of poaching or similar petty offenses
against the property exhibits a settled
principle of putiing defense of posses-
sions above consideration for human
beings; the travesty of a trial for
Ferrer proved to what lengths mon-
archy is capable of going in judicial
or military murder of its opponents.

Americans exercise a great, though
frequently overlooked, right in super-
vising their public servants and
making them aware of the possibility
of dismissal on wrong doing. In
Europe, members of the titled aris-
tocracy may be worthless to the com-
munity, flagrantly immoral, opponents
to general progress, self-interested
promoters of war, social pests from
many points of view, and still retain
power gs law-makers and stand well
otherwise.

And finally, Americans have consti-
tutionally guaranteed a free press
and the rights of free speech.

The European social reformer is
often confused regarding the American
political and economic situation be-
cause he cannot understand that
much that he has vet to struggle for
has in this country been accomplished.
The basic prniciples of liberty are here
recognized in the law. The principle
of equality before the law is estab-
lished. If all the iogical results from
these principles do not always follow,
the fault lies with those American
citizens who do not or can not, de-
fend their rights as freemen should.

The next letter of this series will be
devoted to general remarks on the
economic condition of the European
wage-workers.

SAMUEL GOMPELS.

PO
) i
g LSt owaens LI WEH GRADE —
® CATALOGUE FREE.

NOWKIRE & IRON WKS. LOUISVILLE.K¥

PR ———

S ——
-

. -
II

¥
v
- . A Sy =

I‘r;:‘s"—
s e W A et Y I-ﬁr‘"lt—‘b PN

s o LA R

ot |l

E —

LY

iy M. = e k.

L el N, e T . A B W e P ¥

Fosic, 8 gl e e,
o R 5
-.A“H '-h.--n":-';-l‘n e =]
TSR S T RN,

. —
e

Fi
-
C i

B T T . T

A% B T s 4T A AR g

4 o e
" ¥

- g -

B T e = S B S
e B, =

- ']
3 Srai
A,
-
gy
.};-'."—'1-\

1t

-
{ )
mﬂu\{
e o B

v B3
b} { b1
,.r
l% 4 II
i ..'I ‘,'-
q
a2
3745 8
s |
o E
i Eﬂ
TR
§F
<N s 4
L 1 .
b | ?I-@-.t
-;_‘ “
4

A

e

e

SUVR, et gl Py - e
b, - -
Yoo

-
St
.,

Ve
i A A Rt 24
- T o
-

x.
S ErrAir

5 i

v

I,

e

;’ .- v

B0

T
l]t" i_a}
5 BTy
ST A



